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Welcome letter
Dear Colleagues,
It is great pleasure and honor to welcome you to the 1st CTO International 
Educational Meeting, which will take place on 5-6 June 2025 in Athens, at the 
Eugenides Foundation.
Over the course of these two days, together with distinguished colleagues 
from Greece and abroad, we will delve into the evolving and inspiring field of 
Interventional Cardiology, with a focus on Chronic Total Occlusions (CTOs). Our 
goal is to share knowledge, techniques, and experiences that will help us achieve 
complete revascularization and elevate the quality of care we provide in the cath 
lab.
The program will feature live case transmissions, state-of-the-art lectures, and 
-most importantly- interactive discussions, fostering an environment of open 
exchange and continuous learning. We believe this meeting will offer valuable 
insights for all participants, regardless of experience level.
It is our hope that this will mark the beginning of a recurring and truly international 
educational forum.
Thank you for your participation. We’re looking forward to meeting your 
expectations and advancing our field together.

With warm regards,

Ioannis Tsiafoutis
Director, 2nd Cardiology Department
“Korgialenio-Benakeio” General Hospital, Hellenic Red Cross
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09:15-10:00	 Let’s Start
	 Moderators: Andreas Synetos, Αndrew Ladwiniec, Stylianos Pyxaras
	 Introduction of the aims of the meeting 	 Ioannis Tsiafoutis
	 Why CTO 	 Paul Knaapen
	 Hybrid algorithm 	 Andrew Ladwiniec 
	 Progress CTO data	 Iosif Xenogiannis

 10:00-10:30	 COFFEE BREAΚ

10:30-14:00  	 Moderators: Nenad Bozinovic, Alexandre Avran, 
	 Pierfransesco Agostoni
	 Panel: Andreas Synetos, Andreas Triantafyllis, Pavlos Bounas, 
	 Aggeliki-Despoina Mavrogianni, George J. Vlachojannis, 
	 Gerasimos Gavrielatos
	 1st live case from RED CROSS Hospital: 
	 Ioannis Tsiafoutis, Petros Dardas 
	 CTO toolbox 	 Zisis Dimitriadis
	 CT scan and CTO 	 Nenad Bozinovic
	 Proximal cap: how to deal 	 Alexandre Avran
	 Calcium and overcome how	 Nikolaos Mezilis
	 Try the alternatives and never give up 	 Antonios Dimopoulos

 14:00-15:00	 LUNCH BREAK

15:00-15:30	 Moderator: Ioannis Tsiafoutis
		  Complications and how to avoid	      Emmanouil-Stylianos Brilakis

Thursday, June 5, 2025

Scientific Program
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 15:30-16:00 	 SATELLITE LECTURE 
	 Moderator: Petros Dardas
	 Know It to Master It: The Technology Behind CTO Wires
	 Laura Novelli

16:00-17:30	 Moderators: Mauro Carlino, Andrew Ladwiniec, Zisis Dimitriadis
	 Panel: Konstantinos Triantafyllou, Andreas Triantafyllis, 
	 Emmanouil Skalides, Adam Taleb, Nikolaos Konstantinidis
	 2nd live case from RED CROSS Hospital: 
	 Alexandre Avran, Ioannis Tsiafoutis
	 Uncrossable Lesion: how to overcome	 Stylianos Pyxaras
	 HDR how to succeed	 Mauro Carlino
	 Deep Dive Rendez vous / 
	 a new retrograde technique 	 Nenad Bozinovic
	 Dual Lumen MC 	 Gerasimos Gavrielatos
		  Minimalistic Hybrid approach  		    Pierfrancesco Agostoni

 17:30-18:00	 COFFEE BREAK

18:00-20:00	 Moderators: Andrew Ladwiniec, Petros Dardas, 	Georgios Triantis
	 Panel: Anna Dagre, Antonios Dimopoulos, Nikolaos Kafkas, 
	 Leonidas Poulimenos, Athanasios Trikas
	 1st live case in a box	
	 2nd live case in a box
	 Stingray balloon: still relevant in  
	 contemporary practice?	 Ioannis Karalis
	 IVUS in Algorithm	 Ioannis Tsiafoutis
	 DEB in CTO: are there data?	 Mauro Carlino
	 X-ray protection how	 Ioannis Papadopoulos

Thursday, June 5, 2025
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08:30-11:00	 Moderators: Alexandre Avran, Nenad Bozinovic, Petros Dardas
	 Panel: Konstantinos Toutouzas, Lampros Michalis, 
	 Andreas Kalogeropoulos, Grigorios Karamasis,  
	 Stamatios Georgopoulos, Georgios Triantis
	 3rd live case from RED CROSS Hospital: 
	 Stylianos Pyxaras, Ioannis Tsiafoutis
	 Stingray tips 	 Petros Dardas
	 Retro Epicardial: to deal or not 	 Ioannis Tsiafoutis
	 Euro CTO club data				    Nenad Bozinovic
	 Reverse Cart via epicardial collaterals from 
	 diagonal branch for RCA CTO recanalization 	 Georgios Triantis

	
 11:00-11:30	 COFFEE BREAK

11:30-12:45	 Special Support and anchoring tips
	 Moderator: Pierfrancesco Agostoni 
	 Trap liner tips and use	 Pierfrancesco Agostoni
	 Guide Extension tips	 Petros Dardas
	 Microcatheter special tips 	 Ioannis Tsiafoutis

12:45–14:45	 Moderators: Grigorios Tsigkas, Anna Dagre, Petros Dardas,  
	 Panel: Grigorios Karamasis, Antonios Dimopoulos, 
	 Nikolaos Kafkas, Adam Taleb
	 4th live case from RED CROSS Hospital: 
	 Nenad Bozinovic, Ioannis Tsiafoutis
	 Aorto-ostial CTO			            Anastasios Barmpas
		  Tip It In					           Emmanouil Ioannidis

 14:45-15:30	 LUNCH BREAK

Friday, June 6, 2025
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15:30-16:45	 Cases
	 Moderators: Petros Dardas, Konstantinos Triantafyllou, 
	 Andreas Triantafyllis	
		  Panel: Grigorios Tsigkas, Athanasios Patialiakas, 
		  Dimitrios Oikonomou , Argyrios Dalianis
 		  3rd live case in a box 
	 Challenging retrogade CTO case 	 Argyrios Dalianis
	 Retrogate true to true is clean	 Dimitrios Oikonomou
	 Double use of twin pass	 Athanasios Patialiakas
                            An ivus guided “masked” CTO case	 Grigorios Tsigkas

16:45-19:00	 Moderators: Alexandre Avran, Antonios Ziakas, Petros Dardas 
	 Panel: Nikolaos Mezilis, Gerasimos Gavrielatos, Adam Taleb, 
	 Antonios Karanasos, George J. Vlachojannis, Ioannis Iakovou
	 5th live case from RED CROSS Hospital:
	 My best didactic case	 Petros Dardas 
	 My worst nightmare	 Alexandre Avran
	 Investment procedure	 Ioannis Tsiafoutis
		  Protect Chip CTO			                Stylianos Pyxaras

19:00   		  Closing remarks  
                    		  Ioannis Tsiafoutis

Friday, June 6, 2025
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Meet Our International Faculty

 A
Agostoni Pierfrancesco 	
Interventional Cardiologist, 
HartCentrum, Ziekenhuis Aan de 
Stroom (ZAS), Antwerp, Belgium
Avran Alexandre	
Interventional Clinical Cardiologist, 
Pasteur Essey les Nancy, France
 B
Bozinovic Nenad
Ass. Profesor of Internal Medicine, 
Chief of Department of Interventional 
Cardiology, Cardiology Clinic, University 
Clinical Center of Nis, Serbia
Brilakis Emmanouil - Stylianos
MD, PhD, FACC, FAHA, FESC, FSCAI, 
Director of the Center for Complex 
Coronary Interventions, Minneapolis 
Heart Institute, Chairman of the Center 
for Coronary Artery Disease, 
Minneapolis Heart Institute Foundation, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
 C
Carlino Mauro 	
Assistant Director, Interventional 
Cardiology Unit, Cardio-Thoracic-
Vascular Department, IRCCS San 
Raffaele Scientific Institute, Milan, Italy

 D
Dimitriadis Zisis 	
Cardiologist, Interventional Cardiologist, 
Head of the Cardiology Department, 
Τhe Mediterranean Hospital of Cyprus, 
Associate Professor, Mainz University, 
Germany
 K
Knaapen Paul	
Interventional Cardiologist, Amsterdam 
UMC, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
 L
Ladwiniec Andrew
Consultant Interventional Cardiologist, 
Glenfield Hospital, Leicester, UK
 N
Novelli Laura 	
Interventional Cardiologist, Humanitas 
Research Hospital, Milan, Italy
 P
Pyxaras Stylianos 	
MD, PhD, FESC, Director of 
Interventional Cardiology at Klinikum 
Fürth, Germany
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 B
Barmpas Anastasios	
MD, MSc, PhDc, FESC, Interventional 
Cardiologist, Thessaloniki, Greece
Bounas Pavlos
Consultant Inerventional Cardiologist, 
General Hospital of Elefsina “Thriassio”, 
Athens, Greece
 D
Dagre Anna	
Director of the Cardiology Department, 
General Hospital of Elefsina “Thriassio”, 
Athens, Greece
Dalianis Argyrios	
MD, PhD, Interventional Cardiology 
Consultant, “Alexandra” General 
Hospital, Athens, Greece
Dardas Petros
MD, FESC, Consultant Interventional 
Cardiologist, “St Luke’s Hospital”, 
Thessaloniki, Greece
Dimopoulos Antonios	
Head of Complex PCI & Structural 
Diseases Department, General Hospital 
of Piraeus “Tzaneio”, Athens, Greece
 G
Gavrielatos Gerasimos	
Consultant Interventional Cardiologist, 
Head of  Coronary & Structural 
Interventions Unit, General Hospital of 
Piraeus “Tzaneio”, Athens, Greece

Georgopoulos	 Stamatios 
Consultant Interventional Cardiologist, 
Cardiology Department, 
“Evanggelismos” General Hospital, 
Athens, Greece
 I
Iakovou Ioannis	
Director, Interventional Cardiology, 
Onassis Hospital, Athens, Greece
Ioannidis Emmanouil
MD, MSc, Interventional Cardiologist, 
“Korgialenio-Benakeio” General Hospital, 
Hellenic Red Cross, Athens, Greece
 K
Kafkas Nikolaos
Interventional  Cardiologist, 
Director of Cardiology Department, 
General Hospital of Attica “KAT”, 
Athens, Greece
Kalogeropoulos	Andreas
MD, PhD, FRCP, FESC, Deputy Director 
“Mitera Hospital”, Hygeia HealthCare 
Group, Athens, Greece 
Karalis Ioannis
Interventional Cardiologist, 
“Korgialenio-Benakeio” General Hospital, 
Hellenic Red Cross, Athens, Greece
Karamasis Grigorios	
Assistant Professor of Cardiology 
NKUA, “Attikon” University General 
Hospital, Athens, Greece

Meet Our Local Faculty
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Karanasos Antonios
Interventional Cardiologist – Intensivist, 
Assistant Professor of Internal Medicine 
- Interventional Cardiology, University 
of Patras, Patras, Greece
Konstantinidis Nikolaos	
MD, MSc, PhD, Interventional 
Cardiologist, “St. Luke’s Hospital” 
Thessaloniki, Greece
 M
Mavrogianni Anggeliki - Despoina	
NHS Director, Interventional 
Cardiologist, Head of Catheterization 
Laboratory Cardiology Department 
“G.Papanikolaou” General Hospital of 
Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki, Greece
Mezilis Nikolaos	
MD, FESC, Interventional Cardiologist, 
“St. Luke’s Hospital”, Thessaloniki, 
Greece
Michalis Lampros  
Professor of Cardiology, Faculty of 
Medicine, School of Health Sciences, 
University of Ioannina, Director, 
2nd Department of Cardiology, 
University Hospital of Ioannina, 
Ioannina, Greece
 O
Oikonomou Dimitrios 
Interventional Cardiologist, 
“Evanggelismos” General Hospital, 
Athens, Greece

 P
Papadopoulos Ioannis
Interventional Cardiologist, 
2nd Cardiology Clinic, “Korgialenio-
Benakeio” General Hospital, Hellenic 
Red Cross, Athens, Greece
Patialiakas Athanasios  
Interventional Cardiologist,  
Director of Cardiology Department, 
Creta Naval Hospital, Crete, Greece
Poulimenos Leonidas
MD, FESC, Interventional Cardiologist, 
Head, Department of Cardiology, 
“Asklepeion” Voula’s General Hospital, 
Athens, Greece
 S
Skalides Emmanouil
Interventional Cardiologist, Professor of 
Cardiology, University of Crete, 
Crete, Greece
Synetos Andreas	
Ass. Professor of Cardiology European 
University of Cyprus, 1st Department 
of Cardiology, University of Athens, 
Athens, Greece
 T
Taleb Adam
MD, FACC, Interventional Cardiologist 
Complex Coronary Interventions, 
Structural Heart Disease Ballon 
Pulmonary Angioplasty, “Athens Medical 
Center”, Athens, Greece
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Toutouzas Konstantinos	
Professor of Cardiology, NKUA, 
President of Hellenic Society of 
Cardiology, Athens, Greece
Triantafyllis Andreas	
MD, PhD, EAPCI, Certified 
Interventional Cardiologist, 
“Asklepeion” Voula’s General Hospital, 
Athens, Greece
Triantafyllou Konstantinos 
Consultant Interventional Cardiologist, 
Cardiology Department, “Evanggelismos” 
General Hospital, Athens, Greece
Triantis Georgios 
Interventional Cardiologist, Cath.Lab. 
Director, “Sismanoglio” Hospital, Athens, 
Greece
Trikas Athanasios	
Associate Professor of Athens 
Medical University, Coordinator 
Director of Cardiology Department, 
“Evanggelismos” General Hospital, 
Athens, Greece
Tsiafoutis Ioannis	
Interventional Cardiologist, Director, 
2nd Cardiology Department, 
“Korgialenio-Benakeio” General 
Hospital, Hellenic Red Cross, Athens, 
Greece
Tsigkas Grigorios	
Interventional Cardiologist, Associate 
Professor, Patras University Hospital, 
Patras, Greece

 V
Vlachojannis J. George
MD, PhD. Asst. Professor, NKUA, 
Athens, Greece
 X
Xenogiannis Iosif
MD, PhD, Interventional Cardiologist, 
Scientific Associate, “Attikon” University 
General Hospital, Athens, Greece, 
“Mitera Hospital”, Hygeia Healthcare 
Group, Athens, Greece
 Z
Ziakas Antonios	
Professor of Cardiology, Director of 
1st Cardiology Department, AHEPA 
University Hospital, Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki, Greece
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DATES
Thursday, June 5th till Friday June 6th, 2025

LOCATION 
Eugenides Foundation
387, Syggrou Ave., 17564, P. Faliro, Athens, Greece
Phone (+30) 210 9469600

REGISTRATION 
Registration for the Meeting is mandatory, in order for someone to receive 
the respective Certificate of Attendance. Registration may take place through 
the online platform, by completing the registration form on the following link:  
https://www.eventora.com/en/Events/1st_CTO_INTERNATIONAL_EDUCATIONAL_
MEETING_2025
or onsite at the secretariat desk during the Meting. By filling out the form in the above 
link, you will receive a digital confirmation (e-badge) at the e-mail address you registered 
with. You may save the proof of registration e-mail, on your mobile phone (as a pdf file or 
in the Apple wallet / Android application / MyTicket) or print it to present and scan it at 
the Meeting secretariat desk. 

TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT 
The Meeting Hall is fully equipped with all the necessary audiovisual/digital equipment. 
During the Meeting there will be a technical secretariat to receive the presentations and 
address any technical issues. 
Speakers are kindly requested to deliver their presentations to the technical secretariat, 
at least one hour prior to their scheduled participation. 

ORGANIZED BY

MAID
MEDITERRANEAN  
ASSOCIATION  
FOR THE STUDY OF 
INFLAMMATORY  
DISORDERS 

MAID_LOGO.qxp_Layout 1  13/3/24  12:48 PM  Page 1

OFFICIAL PCO
 

 				           
E: info@eventure.gr 
T:+30 2160702929 / +30 6945454165

General Information

https://www.eventora.com/en/Events/1st_CTO_INTERNATIONAL_EDUCATIONAL_MEETING_2025
https://www.eventora.com/en/Events/1st_CTO_INTERNATIONAL_EDUCATIONAL_MEETING_2025
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Notes
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